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The classroom environment leaves an impression of how your
students capture math content from September through June. In
this session, we will share ideas of how to transform your learning
environment into a space of engaging mathematical thinking and
activity. We will focus on a variety of tasks to include: how to set
up and maintain a vibrant student-centered classroom, how to
create access for all types of math learners, and validating and
supporting students to rise to a challenge.

Turn Your Classroom Into a
Student-Centered

Mathematical Playground

September 2022 Digital Newsletter

Thursday, Sept. 22, 4pm-5pm

Lesson coherence requires teacher clarity, planning, and
preparation. This session provides instructional leaders with ways
of seeing that go from design to high-impact delivery of the lesson.
This session is part of a three-part institute. Participants are
invited to attend one or all of the institute sessions. Audience:
district leaders, school leaders, teacher leaders, instructional
coaches, and department chairs.

High-Impact Instructional
Leadership Institute: 
Lesson Coherence
Thursday, Sept. 29, 4pm-5pm

Join your fellow art teachers for a creative experience and
interchange, the fruits of which you can apply to your classroom
or studio. Taking inspiration from the art of Claude Lorrain and
Josef Albers, we will make art emphasizing the elements of color,
line, and shape. Choose your favorite medium for colorful art.
How does shape affect color? What guides your choices? This
session will include time for making art and a discussion with your
peers to boost creativity.

Fall Art Series: 
Radiant Color

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 4pm-5pm

We hope you had a strong
start to the 22-23 school year
so far! We also hope you had a  
well rested summer and feel a
sense of rejuvenation! We
were thrilled to see so many
teachers and leaders at our
Summer Academies this year!
If you were not able to join us,
stay tuned. Many sessions will
be added to our On-Demand
Courses over the coming
months.

We are ready to kick off our
fall PD starting this month! We
have a variety of topics to
support different audiences. 
 We hope you will join us this
fall! 

As always, please feel free to
reach out to us directly at
rshea@measinc.com. 

Rebecca Shea
Upstate PDRC Director  

Welcome Back!

Check out our
NEW Fall website
page here!



Interested in learning how to maximize the impact of the adults in
your classroom? This session takes you through the why, what,
and how of collaboration and co-teaching. Learn some simple,
efficient and effective ways to organize yourself and your co-
teacher, your paraeducators, or any other adult in your classroom
to create FUN and inclusive environments. Designed for K-12
teachers who are interested in getting started with co-teaching or
anyone looking to improve their collaborative/co-teaching
practices.

Student engagement goes well beyond counting the number of
hands raised or eyes on the teacher. This session provides
instructional leaders with an expanded set of classroom look-for’s
based on the work of Philip Schlechty, ways of seeing both
attention and intellectual engagement in the classroom. This
session is part of a three-part institute. Participants are invited to
attend one or all of the institute sessions. Audience: district
leaders, school leaders, teacher leaders, instructional coaches,
and department chairs

High-Impact Instructional
Leadership Institute: 
Student Engagement
Thursday, Oct. 13, 4pm-5pm

Collaboration and 
Co-Teaching: Creating
Inclusive Classrooms to
Support All Learners
Thursday, Oct. 20, 4pm-5pm

Have you noticed your students, or even yourself, sometimes
getting confused by the problems in your math texts? Why exactly
did Alex purchase 100 lemons, and how did Mathew become
involved by giving away a 2:3 ratio of them to Harllow and Beck? In
this session, I will share strategies of how to transform your math
exercises from a given text into a meaningful problem solving
experience. 

Meaningful Makeovers:
Making Math

Problems/Questions More
Engaging While Creating

Access for All Types of Math
Learners

Thursday, Oct. 27, 4pm-5pm

Maintaining effective
communication with families
is key to supporting students

within and outside the
classroom.  Here are three

helpful resources to help you
kick off the school year.

Click HERE to read about
Teacher-Parent
Communication Strategies
to Start the Year Off Right .

Click HERE to read about
Working with Parents for
New Teachers.

Click HERE to read about
Family-Friendly Back-to-
School Nights.

Rethinking
Communications: 

Three Great Reads

https://www.edutopia.org/article/teacher-parent-communication-strategies-start-year-right
https://www.edutopia.org/article/new-teachers-working-with-parents-resources
https://prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Strategy-3_-Family-friendly-back-to-school-nights-1.pdf


Formative assessment in the classroom must be well-planned and
more than once in any given lesson. In this session, instructional
leaders will unpack what formative assessment is, what it is not,
and how to help teachers leverage this high-impact practice for
greater results. This session is part of a three-part institute.
Participants are invited to attend one or all of the institute
sessions. Audience: district leaders, school leaders, teacher
leaders, instructional coaches, and department chairs.

High-Impact Instructional
Leadership Institute:

Formative Assessment
Thursday, Oct. 27, 4pm-5pm

During this session we will explore dynamic and varied lines with
expression, movement, and rhythm alongside your fellow teaching
artists. The session will begin with a game for drawing inspired by
the art of Camille Claudel, Mary Cassat, and the Futurists. Share
your own methods for exploring dynamic and varied lines with
your colleagues. What are some art techniques you use to explore
line? What inspires you about line? 

Fall Art Series: 
Dynamic Line
Tuesday, Nov. 1, 4pm-5pm

We have to remind ourselves that fluency practice should be
meaningful, and not based on memorization or time. Students
should learn strategies to make sense of their fluency, and make
connections to building relationships amongst numbers. During
this session we will explore fluency activities that are fun, don’t
depend on time or pressure, and support a growth mindset.
There are many resources and activities to share, and you will
walk away feeling like there is at least one thing you will try with
your students immediately.

Meaningful Fluency & 
Number Sense: 

Practices That Promote and
Support a Growth Mindset

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 4pm-5pm

Register Now:
RISE 2022
Leadership
Conference

Nov. 14 & 15, 2022
Albany Marriott Hotel.

Click above to view
the flyer, and scan
below to register.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/193QjztzJyePxjgXOGssgNEFt2JBESdLQ/view?usp=sharing


NYS Religious and
Independent School teachers
and leaders can now access
asynchronous, on-demand
courses from the Upstate
PDRC on Talent LMS.  Courses
are free of charge and
available to complete at your
own pace.  Each course offers
CTLE credits, and new courses
are being uploaded all the
time!  Visit our website HERE
or scan below to learn more
and register for classes.

Welcome teaching artists of all levels to a restorative virtual
experience to kickstart your creative energy throughout the
school year. This three-session series will include activities that
can be applied to your classroom and to your own practices as
an artist. Creativity through collaboration and connection offers
potential, as well as an essential goal of educators to knit our
classrooms, ourselves, and our communities together. Come
play and learn with fellow teaching artists. 

Art: Creativity,
Connection,

Collaboration, and You
Available Now

Explore ways to plan, organize and maintain your classroom in
order to create a climate that maximizes student learning.  This
is the first course in the Intensive Academy for New and Novice
Teachers.  The courses combine to help teachers create
inclusive, high impact learning experiences for a wide range of
learners. Each course provides a brief overview of theory and is
packed with take-away strategies that teachers can implement
in their classrooms.

New & Novice Teacher
Academy Course 1:
Classroom Climate and
Managing the Learning
Environment
Available Now

Motivation
Social-emotional learning
Sense of belonging
Leadership development

This course explores 4 topics in adolescent development
through short recorded presentations and recommended
readings:

Rebooting Classroom
Culture for Post-Pandemic

Teens
Available Now

Presented by Gabi Moore

Presented by Diana Scarselletta Straut

Presented by Gina Karp

New Courses Available 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/on-demand-sessions

