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Key Understandings & Resources to 
Support Targeted Reading Instruction  
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The Upstate Professional Development Resource Center
Serving all Regions North of NYC

Welcome April!  
Spring is finally here, officially! This month we highlight the science of reading &
small group instruction. Did you miss either of these PD series sessions when they

were live? If so, you can check them out through our on-demand platform anytime!
See the flyers below.  Also, be sure to check out the sessions we having coming up

for our text-based discussions, art network, and more! 

Supporting Struggling Readers Small Group Instruction 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i8Ax09cIe-z6ABqHVjcEahWuKT_fbjN5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EqEc9vptU0GW33DIEUaqsvQFeGvtluLb/view?usp=sharing
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Article: Obsessed with this AI Tool: Diffit for Teachers 

AI to Support Your Reading Instruction
with Leveling Text Tools   

Text Leveler Tool with MagicSchoolAI

MagicSchoolAI offers a text
leveler tool that allows you to

insert a text or excerpt and select
the grade level you’d like for

readability. MagicSchoolAI offers
tons of other FREE tools for

teachers as well. 

Difft is a text level platform
that allows teachers to adapt a

PDF, text, excerpt, article, or
more for any reading level to
help all students access the
content. This FREE resalso

allows you to also generate
leveled informational texts 

on a topic.

Did you miss our AI Hands-On
Workshop? If so, you can view it on-

demand on your own time! 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:335
https://theteachingfactor.wordpress.com/2023/08/29/obsessed-with-this-ai-tool-diffit/
https://www.magicschool.ai/tools/text-leveler-tool
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On the Calendar for April & May 

Join us to explore how to think about assessment and grading when
you’re differentiating instruction.  In each session we explore a

text written by leaders in the field of differentiation and engage in
practical, vibrant discussions about what how to implement best

practices in your classroom.   

Tuesday, April 16 
4pm - 5pm

Grading and Differentiation:
Paradox or Good Practice? 

by Carol Ann Tomlinson

Assessment and Grading in Differentiated Classrooms: 

Text-Based Discussions

Wednesday, May 1
4pm-5pm

The Right Way 
To Do Re-Dos 
by Rick Wormeli

 and receive the brief reading to be
completed prior to session

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/upcoming-professional-development
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/upcoming-professional-development
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/upcoming-professional-development
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/upcoming-professional-development
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SJD9TS0iikG34hPKURXOZgtRocuu5dTu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SJD9TS0iikG34hPKURXOZgtRocuu5dTu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SJD9TS0iikG34hPKURXOZgtRocuu5dTu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SJD9TS0iikG34hPKURXOZgtRocuu5dTu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SJD9TS0iikG34hPKURXOZgtRocuu5dTu/view?usp=sharing
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Not an art teacher but looking for
ways to effectively use learning

stations? We’ve got you covered! 
Check out our on demand course,

“
Getting the Most from

your Small Group
Instruction Course 3: 
Station Teaching and

Learning Centers

ART Educator NEtwork 

Coming 
April 18
4-5pm

Learning Centers and
Station Teaching
 in the Art Room.  
Learn some basic

strategies for introducing
your  students to learning
stations and hear from 2
local art teachers who

will share their successes,
challenges, and lessons

learned using this
approach with their

students. 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/spring-2024-pd-sessions
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQZvLjXPrMbkN7ML7TaKqPIcTYd5DGJR/view?usp=sharing
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/spring-2024-pd-sessions
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:324


 IT’S NOW ON-DEMAND! 
Deconstructing a Learning Standard 

for Student Mastery  

Course Objectives:
Deeply understand what the learning standard is requiring
for student learning (to demonstrate independently) 
Analyze examples to see how to deconstruct a standard
yourself and support your instructional design moving
forward
Examine ways this can enhance your instructional
planning now 
Consider this application to your classroom (learning
standards and activities you plan) 

Course Objectives:
Examine Danielson’s framework for
teaching and learning as a way to focus on
instructional practice
Examine the role of school leader and its
impact on both student and teacher
learning
Explore ways to make instruction a regular
topic for discussion as a school community

DID YOU MISS A PD?   

Elevating Conversations to Drive Instruction: Course 1 

Over 40+ 
on-demand courses
available anytime!  

From 
RISE 
2023 

https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/trainer/course/id:336
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/trainer/course/id:336
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/trainer/course/id:336
https://pdrc-measinc.talentlms.com/trainer/course/id:336
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/on-demand-sessions


Click on each flyer to learn more!
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 MORE On-Demand Available 
Check out these on-demand courses on 

New Teacher Support, Content Area Instructional
Practices, and Proactive Behavior Practices

New Teacher
Support &

Differentiation

Content Area
Instructional

Practices

Proactive
Behavior
Practices

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uyt8FS6XtphYTui7HYgLqbgyJJDk1gxf/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WWCxr5lUkmkT__DnFTa4EIVHSP-pz_Lc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13_aWljr3359CfAp7AdXRmXLad8BTYmQ1/view?usp=sharing
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do it any time of night or day. Really! Our courses are 
       available 24/7 to fit your schedule.

start a course, stop when you need to, return when you’re ready.  
Don’t have a full hour to commit? Our courses are organized into
self-paced modules and you can control when you stop, start or take
a break.

rewind, review and pause to access the content at your pace.

earn CTLE Credits. Courses vary from 1-3 hours each.

access over 40 courses in three broad categories:  
      Leadership Practices, Teaching Practices,
      and School and Classroom Environment.

make connections to your own practice 
      and get feedback from Upstate PDRC staff.

What ON-DEMAND means for you
When you take our on-demand courses, you can...

On-Demand means professional development on your
time, on your terms.  What are you waiting for?  
We invite you to begin your journey here with 

tailored, convenient, and timely learning opportunities.

Click the video to learn how! 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://vimeo.com/915665568
https://vimeo.com/915665568
https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/on-demand-sessions
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https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
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text here 

MTSS Virutal Summit
Sponsored by NYSED OSE Educational Partnership 

CLICK BELOW 
TO REGISTER 

LEARN 
MORE
BELOW! 

Session topics include MTSS teaming structures, tiered 
instructional & supports, panel discussions, 

and family engagment. 

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/
https://osepartnership.org/mtss-i
https://osepartnership.org/documents/AT-A-GLANCE-MTSS-I-VLS-2.0-Conference.pdf


A
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Our goal is to provide valuable and accessible learning opportunities for teachers and leaders in 
NYS religious and independent schools at all stages of their careers. 

Reach out to 
Rebecca Shea at rshea@measinc.com 

to let us know how we can support your professional needs.

This month we feature two works of  art created by talented
students in Natasha  Moynihan’s class at Iona Preparatory

School. Thank you Natasha and students 
for sharing these amazing works of art!

If you have student art work that you would like to share in our newsletter, 
please contact Diana Straut at dstraut@measinc.com

https://www.nysed-soris-upstate-pdrc.org/

